One-Day Curriculum for Tears of a Dragon by Bryan Davis
Target Age Group: 12–15 years old
Time Required: 1–2 hours
Objective: Introduce students to the themes, characters, and conflicts of Tears of a Dragon, the final book in the Dragons in Our Midst series, fostering critical thinking, creativity, and engagement with its Christian and fantastical elements.
Materials Needed: 
· Tears of a Dragon by Bryan Davis 
· Paper, pens, or pencils 
· Optional: Access to a Bible (physical or online) for the “For Deeper Study” section 
· Optional: Art supplies for the creative activity
Overview: Tears of a Dragon concludes the Dragons in Our Midst series, following Circles of Seven. Billy Bannister, Bonnie Silver, and their allies face Morgan and the Watchers in a climactic battle. In Chapter 1, Bonnie visits Sir Barlow in the hospital, learning from Professor Hamilton about the Great Key (a rubellite pendant) and the need to find Fama Regis, while Billy searches Clefspeare’s cave for the book, encountering a Watcher posing as Arlo Hatfield, trapping him and Walter in a flooding cave. In Chapter 19, after a devastating battle, Billy and his father, Jared (formerly Clefspeare), confront Morgan’s cocoon. Merlin, inhabiting Professor Hamilton’s body, defeats Morgan as a raven, sacrificing himself to destroy her, and reunites with his wife, Sarah, via the pendant. In Chapter 20, Sir Patrick explains that dragons and anthrozils (like Billy, Bonnie, and Ashley) can choose to become fully human using the pendant’s light, reflecting their heart’s desires and God’s will. Bonnie’s mother, Hartanna, becomes human (Irene), while Thigocia remains a dragon to search for her son, Gabriel. Billy and Bonnie’s choices are left ambiguous, emphasizing faith over physical traits. Themes include sacrifice (Merlin’s death), transformation (dragons becoming human), and faith (trusting God’s plan). This curriculum uses excerpts from Chapter 1 (pages 1–31), Chapter 19 (pages 333–362), and Chapter 20 (pages 349–362).

Curriculum Activities
1. Reading Assignment (30–40 minutes)
Task: Read three short excerpts from Tears of a Dragon to explore its narrative arc (total ~25–30 pages, based on the provided document). If the full book is unavailable, use the summaries below or request specific excerpts: 
· Excerpt 1: Chapter 1 (pages 1–17) – Bonnie visits Sir Barlow in the hospital, learning from Professor Hamilton about the Great Key pendant and Fama Regis. Billy searches Clefspeare’s cave for the book, finding it under gems, but a Watcher disguised as Arlo Hatfield traps him and Walter in a flooding cave with a force field. 
· Excerpt 2: Chapter 19 (pages 333–348) – After a battle, Billy and Jared find Marilyn wounded. Merlin, in Professor Hamilton’s body, confronts Morgan’s cocoon, defeating her as a raven by sacrificing himself. The pendant frees Sarah and Dorcas, and Professor Hamilton ascends to heaven with Merlin. 
· Excerpt 3: Chapter 20 (pages 349–362) – Sir Patrick explains that dragons and anthrozils can become human via the pendant’s light, based on their heart’s desire. Hartanna becomes Irene, Bonnie’s mother, while Thigocia remains a dragon to find Gabriel. Billy and Bonnie face their choice together, trusting God’s will.
Tip for Students: For each excerpt, note one character’s choice that shows sacrifice or faith. How do these choices shape the story?
Parent/Teacher Note: If time is limited, assign two excerpts (e.g., Chapters 1 and 20, ~20 pages). Contact me for tailored excerpts if needed.
Discussion Questions (10 minutes, post-reading): 
· In Chapter 1, how does Billy’s decision to confront the Watcher show faith, despite the danger? 
· In Chapter 19, how does Merlin’s sacrifice to defeat Morgan reflect the theme of sacrificial love? 
· In Chapter 20, how does Thigocia’s choice to remain a dragon demonstrate faith in God’s plan? 
· How does the pendant’s light symbolize transformation in the story? 
· How do Bonnie and Billy’s teamwork in Tears of a Dragon compare to their partnership in Circles of Seven?
Purpose: Introduces students to the book’s themes of sacrifice, transformation, and faith across its setup, climax, and resolution, encouraging emotional connection to the characters.

2. Vocabulary Builder (10 minutes)
Task: Define these words from the excerpts, using context clues or a dictionary: 
· Rubellite (Chapter 1, page 8): A red or pink tourmaline gemstone, symbolizing dragon heritage or the Great Key’s power. 
· Scentser (Chapter 1, implied in Billy’s caution, page 8): A candle-like device emitting a scent to manipulate emotions, used by Watchers. 
· Translumination (Chapter 15, page 15): A process of emitting a powerful, disintegrating light beam, often from a sacred weapon like Excalibur. 
· Anthrozil (Chapter 19, page 339): A human-dragon hybrid, like Billy or Bonnie, with dragon traits like fire-breathing or wings.
Activity: Write a sentence for each word, connecting it to the story. Example: “The rubellite pendant’s glow warned Billy of danger, pulsing like his warrior heart.” Share sentences with a parent or sibling. 
Purpose: Builds vocabulary tied to the book’s themes and fantastical elements, reinforcing comprehension.

3. Creative Writing: Billy’s Reflection (15 minutes)
Task: Imagine Billy reflecting on his journey after Chapter 20, as he prays about his transformation choice. In 1–2 minutes, have him: 
· Express gratitude for Merlin’s sacrifice or concern for Bonnie’s choice. 
· Mention one hope or fear about his future without dragon traits.
Prompt Example: “Dear God, thank You for Merlin’s sacrifice, but I’m unsure about losing my fire-breathing. I hope to serve You without it, but I fear I’ll be needed in the circles again…” 
Purpose: Encourages empathy with Billy’s faith journey and creative expression, tying to the book’s resolution.

4. Quick Quiz (5–10 minutes)
Task: Answer these questions to test comprehension: 
· In Chapter 1, what does Billy find under the gems in Clefspeare’s cave?
a) Excalibur
b) Fama Regis*
c) A rubellite pendant
Answer: b) Fama Regis 
· In Chapter 19, who inhabits Professor Hamilton’s body to fight Morgan?
a) Sir Patrick
b) Merlin
c) Jared 
Answer: b) Merlin 
· In Chapter 20, what does Thigocia choose to remain to do?
a) Become human
b) Search for Gabriel
c) Fight Morgan 
Answer: b) Search for Gabriel 
· In Chapter 20, what shatters after the transformations are complete?
a) Excalibur
b) The pendant
c) Fama Regis 
Answer: b) The pendant
Purpose: Reinforces key plot points and characters across the book’s sections. 

For Deeper Study (Optional, 30–45 minutes)
1. Biblical Connections: Sacrifice and Transformation (15–20 minutes)
Task: Read Romans 12:1–10 (on offering a body as a living sacrifice) and reflect on Merlin’s sacrifice in Chapter 19. Compare: 
· How does Merlin’s act mirror the verse’s teaching on sacrifice? 
· How does Billy’s trust in God’s transformation plan tie to renewal?
Activity: Write a short paragraph (3–5 sentences) answering: “How does Merlin’s sacrifice in Tears of a Dragon reflect Romans 12:1–2?” 
Purpose: Connects the book’s Christian themes to biblical principles, encouraging spiritual reflection. 

2. Character Analysis: Bonnie’s Faith (15–20 minutes)
Task: Review Bonnie’s actions in Chapters 1 (trusting the professor’s disguise, page 27), 19 (rescuing Ashley, page 337), and 20 (facing her choice, page 362). Answer: 
· How does Bonnie’s faith grow through her trust in others? 
· How does her journey compare to her role in Circles of Seven (e.g., her resurrection)?
Activity: Create a “Faith Journey Chart” with three points: one for each excerpt. List a challenge Bonnie faces and how she responds. Example: “Chapter 19: Rescuing Ashley from Morgan, responds by flying to save her.” 
Purpose: Deepens analysis of Bonnie’s growth, linking to Circles of Seven. 

3. Creative Extension: Design a Rubellite Ring (10–15 minutes)
Task: Tears of a Dragon highlights the rubellite pendant as a transformative symbol. Design a ring for Bonnie or Billy, representing their faith. Draw or describe: 
· Its appearance and meaning. 
· How it could inspire them in one of the excerpts (e.g., during the battle or choice).
Example: “My ring for Bonnie is a silver band with a star-shaped rubellite pendant, symbolizing her angelic faith, inspiring her in Chapter 20 to trust God’s plan.” 
Purpose: Sparks creativity tied to the book’s symbolic elements. 

Parent/Teacher Notes
- Adjusting for Time: If 1–2 hours is too long, reduce reading to two excerpts (e.g., Chapters 1 and 20) or skip the creative writing activity.
- Group Setting: For co-ops, have students share reflections or ring designs in small groups to encourage discussion.
- Assessment: Check reflections, quiz, and optional “For Deeper Study” responses for engagement and understanding.

