One-Day Curriculum for Song of the Ovulum by Bryan Davis
Target Age Group: 12–15 years old
Time Required: 1–2 hours
Objective: Introduce students to the themes, characters, and conflicts of Song of the Ovulum, the first book in the Children of the Bard series, fostering critical thinking, creativity, and engagement with its Christian and fantastical elements.
Early versions of this book had a prologue that was relabeled as Chapter One in the newest version. This curriculum is based on the newest version. If you have a version with a prologue, you will need to adjust the chapter numbers in this curriculum accordingly.
Materials Needed: 
· Song of the Ovulum by Bryan Davis 
· Paper, pens, pencils, or computer
· Optional: Access to a Bible (physical or online) for the “For Deeper Study” section 
· Optional: Art supplies for the creative activity
Overview: Song of the Ovulum launches the Children of the Bard series, set fifteen years after The Bones of Makaidos. Bonnie and Billy Bannister are separated, their twins, Charles and Karen (now Matt and Lauren), are missing, and a disease afflicts anthrozils (former dragons). In a prison, Bonnie and Ashley endure torture, while Joran and Selah, ancient Listeners, battle demons to protect ovula. Lauren, unaware of her dragon heritage, discovers her identity and sings a mercy song to save others, though Matt sacrifices himself through a portal. The story explores sacrifice (Matt’s act), faith (Bonnie’s endurance), and identity (Lauren’s acceptance of her heritage). This curriculum uses excerpts from “Bonnie’s Chains” (Bonnie’s poem), the Chapter 1 (Bonnie’s journal), Chapter 2 (Joran and Selah vs. the Watcher), Chapter 3 (Bonnie and Ashley in prison), and Chapter 29 (Lauren’s song and Mardon’s offer) to capture the book’s depth.

Curriculum Activities
1. Reading Assignment (30–40 minutes)
Task: Read five short excerpts from Song of the Ovulum to explore its narrative arc (total ~20–25 pages, based on the provided document). 
· Excerpt 1: Bonnie’s Chains – Bonnie’s poem expresses her longing for Billy, her pain in separation, and her faith in God, stitching her soul to his through love and prayer. 
· Excerpt 2: Chapter 1 – In a prison journal, Bonnie describes her and Ashley’s suffering under the Healers’ experiments, Walter’s risky news deliveries, and her fears for her children, Charles and Karen, and Billy, separated for fifteen years. 
· Excerpt 3: Chapter 2 – Joran and Selah, Listeners, recover an ovulum from a Naphil, battle a Watcher with a sound barrier, and burn a lyre to destroy demons, though Joran doubts Elohim’s care as the flood looms. 
· Excerpt 4: Chapter 3 – In prison, Bonnie wakes from a dream of Joran and Selah. Ashley reads Catherine’s mind, learning of Mardon’s name and a female with super hearing, possibly Karen. Catherine takes Bonnie to the Healers. 
· Excerpt 5: Chapter 29  – Lauren sings a mercy song with Joran and Selah, creating a protective sound barrier. Matt cuts a rope to save others, falling through a portal. Mardon offers to help find Bonnie and Semiramis.
Tip for Students: For each excerpt, note one character’s action or choice that shows sacrifice or doubt. How do these choices shape the story?
Parent/Teacher Note: If time is limited, assign three excerpts (e.g., Bonnie’s Chains, Prologue, Chapter 28, ~15–20 pages).
Discussion Questions (10 minutes, post-reading): 
· In “Bonnie’s Chains,” how does Bonnie’s poem reflect her faith despite suffering? 
· In Chapter 1, how does Bonnie’s journal show her hope for her children? 
· In Chapter 2, how does Joran’s doubt contrast with Selah’s faith? 
· In Chapter 3, how does Ashley’s mind-reading show sacrifice for Bonnie? 
· In Chapter 29, how does Matt’s rope-cutting reflect the book’s theme of sacrifice?
Purpose: Introduces students to the book’s themes of sacrifice, faith, and identity across its prison and ancient settings, encouraging emotional connection to the characters.

2. Vocabulary Builder (10 minutes)
Task: Define these words from the excerpts, using context clues or a dictionary: 
· Enfold (Bonnie’s Chains): To wrap or embrace closely, often with love or protection. 
· Malice (Chapter 1): Desire to cause harm or suffering, often with cruel intent. 
· Naphil (Chapter 2): A giant humanoid, often offspring of demons and humans in biblical lore. 
· Patronize (Chapter 3): To treat someone as less intelligent or inferior, often condescendingly. 
· Parley (Chapter 29): A discussion or negotiation, often to resolve conflict.
Activity: Write a sentence for each word, connecting it to the story. Example: “Bonnie’s wings enfold Ashley to keep her warm in the cold prison.” Share sentences with a parent or sibling. 
Purpose: Builds vocabulary tied to the book’s themes and conflicts, reinforcing comprehension.

3. Creative Writing: Lauren’s Journal (20 minutes)
Task: Imagine Lauren writing a journal entry after Chapter 29, reflecting on Matt’s sacrifice and her new identity as Bonnie’s daughter. In 1–2 paragraphs, have her: 
· Express grief for Matt and gratitude for his love. 
· Describe one hope or fear about finding Bonnie and accepting her dragon heritage.
Prompt Example: “Dear Journal, Matt cut the rope to save us, and his love-filled eyes haunt me. I fear my dragon traits might make me a target, but I hope to find Mom and honor Matt’s sacrifice…” 
Purpose: Encourages empathy with Lauren’s journey and creative expression, tying to the book’s climax.

4. Quick Quiz (10 minutes)
Task: Answer these multiple-choice questions to test comprehension (circle the correct answer): 
· In “Bonnie’s Chains,” what binds Bonnie’s hands and arms?
a) Ropes
b) Chains
c) Wings
d) Dreams
Answer: b) Chains 
· In Chapter 1, who sneaks Bonnie a notebook?
a) Billy
b) Ashley
c) Walter
d) Stella
Answer: c) Walter 
· In Chapter 2, what does Joran recover from under the Naphil’s arm?
a) A lyre
b) An ovulum
c) A sword
d) A bow
Answer: b) An ovulum 
· In Chapter 3, whose mind does Ashley read to learn about Mardon?
a) Stella
b) Catherine
c) Walter
d) Bonnie
Answer: b) Catherine 
· In Chapter 29, who offers to help find Bonnie and Semiramis?
a) Tamiel
b) Joran
c) Mardon
d) Sapphira
Answer: c) Mardon
Purpose: Reinforces key plot points and characters across the book’s sections.

For Deeper Study (Optional, 30–45 minutes)
This section offers deeper exploration for students with extra time, focusing on the book’s themes and connections.
1. Biblical Connections: Sacrifice and Love (15–20 minutes)
Task: Read John 15:13 (Jesus on laying down one’s life for friends) and reflect on Matt’s sacrifice in Chapter 29 (cutting the rope). Compare: 
· How does Matt’s act mirror Jesus’s teaching? 
· How does Lauren’s response show her understanding of love?
Activity: Write a short paragraph (3–5 sentences) answering: “How does Matt’s sacrifice in Song of the Ovulum reflect the love described in John 15:13?” 
Purpose: Connects the book’s Christian themes to biblical principles, encouraging spiritual reflection.

2. Character Analysis: Joran’s Faith (15–20 minutes)
Task: Review Joran’s role in Chapters 2 (doubting Elohim), 3 (his dream influencing Bonnie), and 29 (singing the mercy song). Answer: 
· How does Joran’s doubt evolve into faith through the mercy song? 
· How does his journey compare to Bonnie’s in The Bones of Makaidos (e.g., enduring trials with hope)?
Activity: Create a “Faith Journey Chart” with three points: one for each excerpt. List a challenge Joran faces and how he responds. Example: “Chapter 2: Doubts Elohim, responds by burning the lyre.” 
Purpose: Deepens analysis of Joran’s growth, linking to The Bones of Makaidos.

3. Creative Extension: Design a Mercy Song Symbol (10–15 minutes)
Task: Song of the Ovulum features the lyre and ovulum. Design a symbol (e.g., a pendant, banner, or seal) for Lauren’s mercy song. Draw or describe: 
· Its appearance and meaning. 
· How it could inspire Bonnie or Lauren in one of the excerpts (e.g., in prison or during the song).
Example: “My symbol is a lyre-shaped pendant with a glowing string, representing mercy’s song, inspiring Lauren to sing in Chapter 29.” 
Purpose: Sparks creativity tied to the book’s hopeful resolution.

Parent/Teacher Notes
· Adjusting for Time: If 1–2 hours is too long, reduce reading to three excerpts (e.g., Bonnie’s Chains, Chapter 1, Chapter 29) or skip the Creative Writing. 
· Group Setting: For co-ops, have students share journal entries or symbol designs in small groups to encourage discussion. 
· Assessment: Check the journal, quiz, and optional “For Deeper Study” responses 

