One-Day Homeschool Curriculum for Reapers by Bryan Davis
Overview of Reapers
Reapers, the first book in Bryan Davis’s Reapers Trilogy, is a dystopian fantasy novel set in a post-apocalyptic Chicago where Reapers, like the protagonist Phoenix, collect souls of the dying to meet quotas for the mysterious Gateway. Phoenix, a teenage Reaper, navigates a dangerous city, balancing his duty to reap souls, such as seven-year-old Molly’s, with his secret efforts to save lives using contraband medicine. Allied with Singapore (Sing), a rookie Reaper, and haunted by souls like Crandyke in his cloak, Phoenix uncovers a conspiracy involving the Gatekeeper, the sinister Owl Alex, and mass executions at a corrections camp. Themes of sacrifice, trust, resistance, grief, and hope drive the narrative, culminating in Sing’s self-sacrifice to free prisoners. Suitable for ages 12–16, the novel’s violence (e.g., executions in Chapter 26) and emotional weight (e.g., Molly’s death in Chapter 2) may require guidance for younger readers.
Series Context
As the first in a trilogy, Reapers introduces the dystopian world, Phoenix’s role, and key characters (Sing, Alex, Shanghai). Unlike Davis’s Time Echoes Trilogy or Dragons in Our Midst, it focuses on a sci-fi dystopia with supernatural elements (souls, cloaks). It sets up mysteries about the Gateway and the Gatekeeper, resolved in later books, but stands alone with a complete arc of Phoenix’s rebellion.
Teacher/Parent Notes 
· Age Adjustments: For 12–13-year-olds (7th–8th grade), focus on plot (e.g., Phoenix’s mission in Chapter 1) and simpler themes (trust). For 14–16-year-olds (9th–10th grade), explore ethical dilemmas (e.g., Sing’s sacrifice in Chapter 26) and dystopian parallels. Simplify vocabulary for younger students with examples. Violence (e.g., executions, Molly’s death) and grief may need discussion. 
· Materials Needed: Reapers novel, paper, pens, dictionary, art supplies (colored pencils, paper), printed quiz handout. 
· Time Management: Total time: 1–2 hours. Reading: 30–45 minutes (or pre-read); Discussion: 20–30 minutes; Vocabulary: 15 minutes; Creative Activity: 20–30 minutes; Quiz: 10 minutes. Assign Chapters 1–2, Chapter 15, and Chapters 25–26; use summaries if time-constrained. 
· Series Context: Reapers is the trilogy’s foundation, introducing the Gateway and Phoenix’s role. Teachers can note its dystopian shift from Davis’s fantasy series. 
· Chapter Selection Rationale: Chapters 1–2  establish Phoenix’s role, Molly’s death, and Alex’s threat. Chapters 25–26  depict the camp climax, Sing’s sacrifice, and Phoenix’s resolve, highlighting sacrifice and hope. 
· Assessment Breakdown: Participation (discussion): 20%; Vocabulary Activity: 20%; Creative Activity: 30%; Quiz: 20%; Deeper Study (if assigned): 10%.
Chapter Summaries (Optional Use) 
· Chapter 1: Phoenix’s death alarm signals a soul to reap. He spots Sing, a neighboring Reaper, and learns Molly, a seven-year-old, is dying. He grabs contraband antibiotics, hoping to save her, and encounters Mex, a desperate roamer Reaper, but prioritizes Molly. 
· Chapter 2: At Molly’s home, Phoenix attempts to administer pills, but Alex, an Owl DEO, interrupts. Alex’s presence hastens Molly’s death, and Phoenix reaps her soul painfully. Alex offers Phoenix a Cardinal promotion for a mass reaping, which he delays answering. 
· Chapter 25: At the corrections camp, Phoenix is trapped. He sees Shanghai and Shanghai (Erin) planning, but Alex captures Sing. Phoenix faces Alex’s ultimatum to reap prisoners or kill Sing. 
· Chapter 26: Alex drains Phoenix’s energy to force him to kill Sing. Sing shoots herself to free prisoners, and Liam’s van aids their escape. Shanghai shares energy with Phoenix, who vows to follow Sing’s photo stick clues to the Gateway to save her and Misty.
Curriculum
Reading Assignment (30–45 minutes)
Read Chapters 1–2 and 25–26. If time is limited, read Chapters 2 and 26 and use summaries for Chapters 1 and 25. These chapters cover Phoenix’s mission, teamwork, and the climax, emphasizing sacrifice and trust.
Discussion Questions (20–30 minutes, 20% of grade) 
· Comprehension: In Chapter 2, how does Alex’s presence affect Molly’s death, and what does this reveal about her role as an Owl? 
· Theme: How does Sing’s sacrifice in Chapter 26 embody the theme of hope, and how does it influence Phoenix’s resolve? 
· Ethics: In Chapter 26, is Phoenix’s refusal to kill Sing morally justifiable, given the threat to prisoners’ lives? Why or why not? 
· Broader Connection: How does the corrections camp in Chapter 25 reflect real-world dystopian themes, such as government control? Use text examples.
Vocabulary Building (15 minutes, 20% of grade)
Terms and Definitions (from assigned chapters): 
· Contraband (Ch. 1): Illegally possessed items. 
· Book Sentence: “Walking the streets with medical contraband in my pocket was never safe.”
· Quota (Ch. 1): A required amount to meet. 
· Book Sentence: “All the better. You’ll meet quota faster.”
· Infiltrate (Ch. 16): To secretly enter or gain access. 
· Book Sentence: “Our organization decided to use me to infiltrate the system to get clues about any falsehoods in the Gateway story, but when we moved to North America, an assassin caught up with us and killed my mother.”
· Ultimatum (Ch. 26): A final demand with consequences. 
· Book Sentence: “I held ... the gun. I wasn’t going to ... to shoot. I saw Liam ... coming, so I thought we had a ... a chance, but Sing reached around ... and pulled the trigger.” … “I see. Another Alex ultimatum.”
· Abyss (Ch. 11): A deep, immeasurable void or hell. 
· Book Sentence: “And what I want right now is for you to realize that you’re dealing with someone who could jerk your soul out of your skull and hurl you into the abyss without a second thought.”
Activity: Write one original sentence for each word in context (e.g., “The spy had to infiltrate the enemy base.”). Share with a partner or parent for feedback.
Creative Activity (20–30 minutes, 30% of grade)
Option 1: Writing (150–250 words)
Write a journal entry from Phoenix’s perspective after Chapter 26, reflecting on Sing’s sacrifice and his plan to follow her to the Gateway. Use ultimatum and abyss. Describe his grief and hope.
Option 2: Art
Draw the Chapter 25 watchtower scene.
Quiz (10 minutes, 20% of grade, 10 points total)
Answer in 1–2 sentences each. 
· In Chapter 1, what does Phoenix take to save Molly? (2 points) 
· In Chapter 2, what does Alex offer Phoenix for joining the mass reaping? (2 points) 
· In Chapter 25, how does Phoenix enter the watchtower? (2 points) 
· In Chapter 26, how does Sing die? (2 points)
For Deeper Study (Optional, 30–60 minutes, 10% if assigned) 
· Literary Analysis: Analyze the cloak as a symbol of duty in Chapters 2 and 15 (e.g., Molly’s reaping vs. Shanghai’s rescue). Write a 200-word essay comparing two scenes, citing passages. 
· History Connection: Research dystopian regimes (e.g., 1984’s Oceania). Write a 150-word summary comparing Reapers’ corrections camp (Chapter 25) to historical control systems. 
· Ethics Debate: In a 200-word essay, argue whether Sing’s self-sacrifice in Chapter 26 was ethical, considering Phoenix’s role. Support with text and principles. 
· Creative Extension: Write a 200-word scene from Sing’s perspective in Chapter 26, describing her decision to pull the trigger. Incorporate trust and her medallion’s role.
Quiz Answer Key 
· Phoenix takes antibiotics (pills and a syringe) to save Molly. (Ch. 1) 
· Alex offers Phoenix a Cardinal promotion with a condo and no quotas. (Ch. 2) 
· Phoenix enters the watchtower through an unlocked door. (Ch. 25) 
· Sing pulls the trigger herself, shooting her head with Phoenix’s gun. (Ch. 26)

