One-Day Curriculum: Eye of the Oracle by Bryan Davis
Duration: One day (approximately 6 hours, assuming a block schedule or intensive workshop)
Objective: Students will analyze key themes (sacrifice, freedom, courage, redemption, truth) in selected chapters of Eye of the Oracle, explore character development and biblical parallels, and engage in creative and critical thinking activities to deepen understanding of the novel’s Christian worldview.
Materials: Copies of the selected chapters, whiteboard/projector, handouts for vocabulary and discussion questions, paper, pens, art supplies (optional for creative activity).

Curriculum Schedule
1. Introduction and Context (30 minutes)
Objective: Provide background on Eye of the Oracle and its place in the Dragons in Our Midst series, introduce themes, and preview the day’s activities.
Activities:
· Teacher Introduction (10 minutes):
· Briefly introduce Eye of the Oracle as a prequel to the Dragons in Our Midst series, focusing on the origins of dragons and their connection to biblical history. Explain that the novel blends fantasy with Christian allegory, exploring themes of sacrifice, freedom, courage, redemption, and truth.
· Highlight the selected chapters’ roles: Prologue sets the narrative tone, Chapters 1 and 2 establish the ancient conflict, Chapters 9 and 11 deepen the mythological arc, Chapter 5 (Book 2) introduces Sapphira’s transformation, and Chapter 9 (Book 3) connects to modern characters (Bonnie).
· Share the novel’s dedication: “You are oracles of fire,” emphasizing the call to carry divine truth (from Prologue).
· Quick Write (10 minutes):
· Prompt: “What does it mean to be an ‘oracle of fire’? How might someone carry a ‘fire for truth, wisdom, and righteousness’ in their life?” (Prologue).
· Students write a short paragraph, then share with a partner.
· Overview of Themes (10 minutes):
· Define the five themes using examples from the novel’s context:
· Sacrifice: Giving up something valuable for a greater purpose (e.g., Noah’s obedience).
· Freedom: Breaking free from physical or spiritual bondage (e.g., dragons escaping corruption).
· Courage: Facing danger despite fear (e.g., Makaidos battling Watchers).
· Redemption: Restoration through divine grace (e.g., Sapphira’s transformation).
· Truth: Upholding divine principles against deception (e.g., Bonnie’s faith).
· Preview how these themes appear in the selected chapters.
Vocabulary Introduction (integrated into introduction):
· Oracle (Prologue): A prophet or medium conveying divine messages.
· Seraphim (Chapter 1): Highest order of angels, often associated with fire and purity.
· Nephilim (Chapter 2): Giant offspring of fallen angels and humans, seen as corrupt.
· Regenerate (Chapter 1): To renew or restore, often spiritually or physically.
· Phantasmal (Chapter 1): Illusory or dream-like, relating to visions of the future.

2. Reading and Analysis: Book 1 (Prologue, Chapters 1, 2, 9, 11) (2 hours)
Objective: Analyze the ancient narrative arc, focusing on character motivations and thematic development in the pre-flood world.
Activities:
· Guided Reading (1 hour):
· Prologue (10 minutes, silent reading):
· Students read the Prologue, noting the narrator’s identity (an underborn slave girl) and the promise of a journey from darkness to light.
· Chapter 1: The Seeds of Eden (20 minutes, teacher-led read-aloud):
· Teacher reads key passages, pausing to discuss Lilith and Naamah’s plot against Eden’s Tree of Life and Samyaza’s battle with the Cherub.
· Highlight quote: “Those who see the light and yet raise a fist at its source are the darkest souls indeed” (Prologue, applied to Lilith’s rebellion).
· Chapter 2: The Dark Side of the Rainbow (15 minutes, partner reading):
· Students pair up to read, focusing on Makaidos and Thigocia’s protection of the Oracle and the Ovulum.
· Highlight quote: “When I chose you to guard the Oracle, I chose well. You have made me proud” (Arramos to Makaidos).
· Discussion Questions (30 minutes):
· Divide students into small groups to discuss:
1. Sacrifice: How does Noah’s family demonstrate sacrifice in building the ark (Chapter 9)? Compare this to Lilith’s willingness to betray Samyaza for her own survival (Chapter 1).
1. Freedom: Why does Samyaza claim people want to be “free of [Elohim’s] authority” (Chapter 1)? How does this contrast with Makaidos’s loyalty to the Maker (Chapter 2)?
1. Courage: What motivates Makaidos to face the Watchers despite his inexperience (Chapter 2)? How does his courage compare to Naamah’s reluctance to follow Lilith’s plan (Chapter 1)?
1. Redemption: Does Lilith show any potential for redemption in Chapter 1? Why or why not?
· Groups share one key insight with the class.
· Vocabulary Application (15 minutes):
· Students complete a handout matching vocabulary words (oracle, Seraphim, Nephilim, regenerate, phantasmal) to quotes from Chapters 1 and 2. Example:
· “Lilith’s husband’s arts have allowed me to see another world, the world of phantasmal knowledge” (Chapter 1).
· Discuss how these words enhance the novel’s mythological tone.
· Quick Activity: Character Mapping (15 minutes):
· Students create a character web on paper, connecting Lilith, Naamah, Samyaza, Makaidos, Thigocia, Noah, and Japheth. Label connections with themes (e.g., Lilith and Samyaza = rebellion against truth).
Assessment: Participation in discussion, completed vocabulary handout, character web.

3. Reading and Analysis: Book 2, Chapter 5: Baptism of Fire (1 hour)
Objective: Explore Sapphira’s transformation and the theme of redemption through her actions in the underworld.
Activities:
· Silent Reading (20 minutes):
· Students read Chapter 5, focusing on Sapphira’s use of the Ovulum to rescue dragons and her reunion with Acacia.
· Discussion Questions (20 minutes):
· In pairs, students discuss:
· Redemption: How does Sapphira’s transformation from Mara to Sapphira Adi reflect redemption? How does her rescue of Acacia and the dragons demonstrate this theme?
· Sacrifice: What does Sapphira sacrifice by leaping into the chasm? How does this compare to Makaidos’s willingness to die for the Oracle (Chapter 2)?
· Courage: Why does Sapphira face the chasm without fear? How does her faith in Jehovah-Yasha empower her?
· Freedom: How does Sapphira’s act free the dragons from Dragons’ Rest? What does this suggest about spiritual freedom?
· Truth: How does the Ovulum’s role as the “Eye of the Oracle” reveal truth to Sapphira? How does this connect to her identity as an oracle of fire?
· Pairs share one answer with the class.
· Vocabulary Introduction (10 minutes):
· Define and discuss:
· Ziggurat (Chapter 5): A stepped pyramid, often associated with ancient Mesopotamian worship.
· Inferno (Chapter 5): A large, fierce fire, symbolizing destruction or purification.
· Vortex (Chapter 5): A whirling mass, often drawing objects toward its center.
· Students write a sentence using each word, relating it to Sapphira’s experience (e.g., “Sapphira’s body burst into an inferno, symbolizing her purification”).
· Quick Activity: Symbol Analysis (10 minutes):
· Students draw or describe the Ovulum, labeling its symbolic elements (e.g., scarlet glow = divine presence, egg shape = new life). Discuss how it represents truth and redemption.
Assessment: Discussion participation, vocabulary sentences, symbol analysis.

4. Reading and Analysis: Book 3, Chapter 9: Blood and Light (1 hour)
Objective: Connect the modern narrative to the ancient arc, analyzing Bonnie’s struggles and the themes of sacrifice and faith.
Activities:
· Teacher-Led Reading (20 minutes):
· Teacher reads key passages, pausing to discuss Bonnie’s journal entry and the slayer attack.
· Highlight quote: “No matter what happens, I will never forsake you, for you will never forsake me. You are with me, no matter where I go” (Bonnie’s journal).
· Discussion Questions (20 minutes):
· In small groups, students discuss:
· Sacrifice: How does Bonnie’s willingness to forgive her father reflect sacrifice? How does Irene’s refusal to kneel to Devin demonstrate this theme?
· Freedom: How does Bonnie’s faith provide her with spiritual freedom despite her father’s betrayal?
· Courage: What gives Bonnie the courage to face her father’s experiments? How does Irene’s defiance of Devin compare?
· Redemption: Does Dr. Conner show any potential for redemption? Why or why not?
· Truth: How does Bonnie’s journal reflect her commitment to truth? How does it connect to Sapphira’s identity as an oracle of fire (Chapter 5)?
· Groups share one insight with the class.
· Vocabulary Application (10 minutes):
· Define and discuss:
· Allele (Chapter 9): A variant form of a gene, here linked to dragon traits.
· Candlestone (Chapter 9): A gem that weakens dragons and angels, symbolizing deception.
· Mongrel (Chapter 9): A derogatory term for a mixed-breed, used to demean Bonnie.
· Students complete a handout matching these words to quotes (e.g., “That mongrel . . . Gabriel . . . must have done this”).
· Quick Activity: Journal Reflection (10 minutes):
· Students write a short journal entry as Bonnie, responding to her father’s apology. Focus on themes of forgiveness and truth.
Assessment: Discussion participation, vocabulary handout, journal entry.

5. Synthesis and Creative Activity (1 hour)
Objective: Synthesize themes across the chapters and express understanding through a creative project.
Activities:
· Theme Synthesis Discussion (20 minutes):
· As a class, create a chart on the whiteboard comparing how each theme (sacrifice, freedom, courage, redemption, truth) appears in the three sections:
· Book 1 (Prologue, Chapters 1, 2): Ancient rebellion vs. faithfulness (Lilith vs. Noah).
· Book 2, Chapter 5: Sapphira’s transformation and dragon rescue.
· Book 3, Chapter 9: Bonnie’s modern struggles and faith.
· Example: Sacrifice = Noah’s ark-building, Sapphira’s leap, Bonnie’s forgiveness.
· Creative Project: Oracle of Fire (30 minutes):
· Students choose one option:
1. Write a Poem: Compose a poem (10–15 lines) inspired by Merlin’s Prayer (Prologue), reflecting one theme (e.g., courage to face darkness).
1. Draw a Scene: Illustrate a key moment (e.g., Sapphira’s leap, Bonnie’s journal writing) with a caption explaining its thematic significance.
1. Write a Letter: As Sapphira or Bonnie, write a letter to another character (e.g., Makaidos, Irene) discussing their shared commitment to truth or redemption.
· Students present their projects to small groups, explaining their thematic focus.
· Wrap-Up Reflection (10 minutes):
· Students answer: “How do Sapphira and Bonnie embody the ‘oracle of fire’ identity? How can we carry a ‘fire for truth’ in our lives?”
· Share reflections voluntarily.
Assessment: Creative project, reflection response.

Additional Notes
· Christian Worldview: The curriculum emphasizes the novel’s biblical parallels (e.g., Noah’s ark = salvation, Sapphira’s leap = Christ’s sacrifice, Bonnie’s faith = trust in God). Discussion questions encourage students to connect themes to their faith without requiring personal belief.
· Series Context: References to Raising Dragons (e.g., Bonnie’s dragon heritage) are clarified to avoid confusion for students unfamiliar with the series.
· Adaptations:
· For advanced students, add a comparative analysis of Lilith and Bonnie as foils, exploring their responses to betrayal.
· Vocabulary List (for handouts):
· Book 1: Oracle, Seraphim, Nephilim, regenerate, phantasmal.
· Book 2: Ziggurat, inferno, vortex.
· Book 3: Allele, candlestone, mongrel.
· Homework (optional): Read an additional chapter from Eye of the Oracle or Raising Dragons and write a paragraph connecting it to one theme.

Sample Handout: Vocabulary Matching
Instructions: Match each vocabulary word to the correct quote from Eye of the Oracle. Write a brief explanation of how the word enhances the passage’s meaning.
· Oracle
· Seraphim
· Nephilim
· Regenerate
· Phantasmal
Quotes:
· A. “Lilith’s husband’s arts have allowed me to see another world, the world of __________ knowledge” (Chapter 1).
· B. “The stench of this Naphil carcass is making me ill” (Chapter 2).
· C. “You are oracles of fire” (Prologue).
· D. “Regenerate my body whole; For this I give my living soul” (Chapter 1).
· E. “What brings a Seraph to Eden’s boundary today?” (Chapter 1).
Example Answer:
· C. Oracle: “You are oracles of fire” (Prologue). The word “oracle” suggests a divine messenger, emphasizing the narrator’s role as a guide to truth, setting the novel’s spiritual tone.

