One-Day Curriculum for Diviner by Bryan Davis
Dragons of Starlight Series, Book 3
Overview
Diviner, the third book in the Dragons of Starlight series, continues the epic tale on Starlight, where human slaves suffer under dragon oppression. Koren, a Starlighter, grapples with her calling after meeting Brinella, the weary guiding angel inside the fallen star Exodus. Jason Masters, seeking his abducted father, Edison, joins Elyssa, a Diviner, and Koren to warn an approaching army from Major Four (Darksphere) of a deadly disease unleashed by Exodus. Cassabrie, another Starlighter, inhabits Exodus to guide it, aiming to deter the army to prevent widespread infection. Meanwhile, Taushin, the blind dragon king, plots to spread the disease through an infected human, Yeager, to destroy the invaders. Aimed at readers aged 12–16, this fantasy adventure explores sacrifice, freedom, courage, and truth. This one-day curriculum, designed for homeschoolers, offers a concise study fostering critical thinking, creativity, and ethical reflection.
Curriculum Structure
· Duration: 1–2 hours, ideal for a single homeschool day.
· Target Audience: Ages 12–16 (grades 7–10), tailored for middle and high school comprehension levels.
· Reading Assignments: Selected chapters (1, 2, 10, 21) to cover early, middle, and late sections, balancing key events and themes.
· Components:
· Reading and Discussion: Questions for comprehension and analysis.
· Vocabulary Building: Key terms to enhance language skills.
· Creative Activity: A writing or artistic task to engage imagination.
· Quiz: A short assessment of plot and themes.
· For Deeper Study: Optional tasks for advanced exploration.
· Prerequisites: No prior reading required, but familiarity with Starlighter and Warrior enhances understanding (context provided below).
· Context Summary: In Starlighter, Jason enters Starlight via a portal to free enslaved humans, meeting Koren, a Starlighter who aids his escape from dragon king Magnar. In Warrior, Taushin, a blind dragon, hatches and manipulates Koren to resurrect Exodus, a star leaking pheterone, vital for dragons. Jason searches for Elyssa, who discovers her Diviner role in sealing Exodus’s wound. Randall and Tibalt ally with dragons Arxad and Magnar against usurpers on Major Four. In Diviner, Koren, infected by Exodus’s disease, questions her Starlighter identity after Brinella’s rebuke. Jason, Elyssa, and Koren aim to warn Major Four’s army, led by Marcelle, of the disease, while Cassabrie plans to deter the army from within Exodus. Taushin schemes to infect the army using Yeager, threatening both worlds.
Reading Assignment (30–40 minutes)
Read the following chapters (approximately 60–70 pages, depending on formatting):
· Chapter 1: Koren descends into the Northlands castle’s depths, finding Exodus and meeting Brinella, its guiding angel. Brinella, wounded and weary, accuses Koren of being a sorceress, rejecting her offer to seal Exodus’s hole with a stardrop.
· Chapter 2: Jason and his father, Edison, search for Elyssa in a Starlight forest. Reuniting with her, they face a dragon attack, and Edison is captured. Jason and Elyssa resolve to pursue the dragon to the dragon village.
· Chapter 21: Cassabrie, inside Exodus, positions the star over the Northlands to watch for Major Four’s army. Alaph, the white dragon, questions her plan to deter the army, warning of unintended consequences. She prepares to tell a tale to convince the army to retreat.
Note for Readers: If time is limited, read Chapters 1 and 21, and use a summary for Chapter 2 (provided below or by the teacher/parent). The chapters are suitable for ages 12–16.
Chapter Summary for Optional Use:
· Chapter 2: Jason and Edison encounter Elyssa in a forest, but a dragon abducts Edison. Jason and Elyssa, determined to rescue him, head toward the dragon village, despite exhaustion.

Discussion Questions (15–20 minutes)
Instructions: Discuss as a group or write answers individually (1–2 sentences each). All students (ages 12–16) should attempt all questions, with teachers adjusting depth for grade level.
· Comprehension: In Chapter 1, what does Koren discover about Brinella’s role in Exodus? (Answer: Koren learns Brinella is Exodus’s guiding angel, trapped to sustain the star, but wounded and unable to make it rise.)
· Character: In Chapter 2, how does Elyssa’s reaction to Edison’s capture show her growth? (Answer: Elyssa’s determination to join Jason’s pursuit, despite guilt, reflects her growing courage and loyalty as a Diviner.)
· Ethics: In Chapter 21, is Cassabrie justified in risking her plan without full disclosure, as Alaph suggests? (Answer: Cassabrie’s intent to save lives is noble, but Alaph’s warning about Petra’s death suggests her lack of transparency may harm others, raising ethical questions.)
Vocabulary Building (10 minutes)
Terms (selected from the assigned chapters):
· Precipice (Chapter 1): A steep cliff or dangerous situation. Example: Koren stood at the precipice, staring into the dark stairwell below.
· Rustling (Chapter 2): Soft, muffled sounds, as of leaves or paper. Example: A rustling disturbed the silence, signaling a creature’s approach.
· Abode (Chapter 21): A place of residence. Example: Alaph asked if Cassabrie approved of her chosen abode within Exodus.
· Discern (Chapter 21): To perceive or recognize clearly. Example: Alaph asked Cassabrie to discern if her decision was right.
Activity: For each word, write the definition, copy the sentence from the book (or use the provided example), and create an original sentence.
Example: 
· Precipice: A steep cliff or dangerous situation. 
· Book Sentence: Koren stood at the precipice, staring into the dark stairwell below. 
· Original Sentence: The team faced a precipice when deciding whether to trust the stranger’s map.
For Younger Students (Ages 12–13): Focus on three words with teacher-led examples if needed.
Creative Activity (15–20 minutes)
Option 1: Writing
Write a 150–250-word journal entry from Koren’s perspective after Chapter 1, reflecting on the turmoil in her mind when she met Brinella and saw her wound.
Example Starter: “Briniella’s sad and lost expression will forever stay implanted in my mind …”
Option 2: Art
Draw the scene in Chapter 21 where Cassabrie converses with Alaph, showing Exodus’s glow and Alaph’s snowy vortex. Label one element with a vocabulary word (e.g., “Alaph’s abode”). Include a 50-word description of Cassabrie’s ethical dilemma.
For Younger Students (Ages 12–13): Reduce writing to 100–150 words or simplify art to a sketch with one labeled element, with teacher guidance.
Quiz (10 minutes)
Instructions: Answer in 1–2 sentences each. Teachers may read questions aloud or allow written responses.
· Why does Brinella reject Koren’s help in Chapter 1? (Answer: Brinella calls Koren a sorceress, believing she lacks a Starlighter’s wisdom and leaves listeners vulnerable.)
· What happens to Edison in Chapter 2? (Answer: A dragon abducts Edison during an attack, prompting Jason and Elyssa to pursue it to the dragon village.)
· What does Alaph question about Cassabrie’s plan in Chapter 21? (Answer: Alaph challenges Cassabrie’s decision to deter the army, citing Petra’s death as a consequence of undisclosed risks.)
Scoring: 3 points each for questions 1 and 2 and 4 points for question 3 (10 points total). Award 1 point for partial answers.
For Deeper Study (Optional, 30–60 minutes)
Instructions: Choose one or two activities for advanced students. These tasks enhance thematic understanding and connect to other disciplines, suitable for ages 12–16.
· Literary Analysis: Write a 200–300-word essay comparing Koren’s struggle in Chapter 1 with Jason’s mission in Chapter 2. Analyze how their actions reflect the theme of courage, citing examples.
· Science Connection: Research viral transmission and containment strategies. Write a 150–200-word explanation of how the disease in Chapter 21 might be contained scientifically. Create a diagram of a containment zone.
· Ethical Debate: In a group or written reflection (150–200 words), evaluate Cassabrie’s plan in Chapter 21. Does her intent to save lives justify potential risks to others? Use examples and real-world parallels.
Assessment
· Participation: Engagement in discussion (20%).
· Vocabulary Activity: Completion and accuracy (20%).
· Creative Activity: Effort and connection to the text (30%).
· Quiz: Correct answers (20%).
· Deeper Study (if assigned): Depth and creativity (10%).

Teacher/Parent Notes
· Adjustments for Age:
· Ages 12–13 (Grades 7–8): Provide summaries for Chapters 2 or 10 if time is limited, simplify writing to 100–150 words, and guide vocabulary or deeper study tasks.
· Ages 14–16 (Grades 9–10): Encourage all chapters, full writing tasks, and at least one deeper study activity to challenge analytical skills.
· Materials Needed: Book (or excerpts), paper, pencils, art supplies, research tools (for deeper study).
· Time Management: Allocate 30–40 minutes for reading, 15–20 for discussion, 10 for vocabulary, 15–20 for creative activity, and 10 for the quiz. Deeper study can be homework.
· Context for Series: Diviner intensifies the conflict from Warrior, with the disease threatening both worlds. Highlight Koren’s identity crisis, Jason’s loyalty, and Cassabrie’s sacrificial intent to frame their roles.
